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ft :   How many of you are there ?
A :   Three hundred and fifty.
ft:   How many children in all do you have?

A :   About ten at present,
ft:   Are they boys or girls?

A :    Six are girls,  and the rest, boys,
ft:   What do you do with your sons?

A :    One is grown up and married to one of the girls
among us.
ft:   Would you entrust your daughters to me?

A :    We would if you undertook to look after them,
ft :    How many of you are serious about giving up your profe-
ssion?

A:   AIL
ft:   Will you do the work I suggest?

A : We know what you want. Some of us have already
started spinning.

ft: I am very glad to know that. But have those sisters
who have started spinning given up their profession?

A : Do we not have our debts? How can we maintain
ourselves by this work alone?

ft: How much do you earn at present? You feel ashamed
in replying, I can understand your hesitation. I am talking to
you, but my heart is in agony. Do let me know what you earn at
the moment.

A : Many of us earn sixty rupees, which comes to two
rupees a day.

ft: I know that you cannot earn that amount by spinning*
You should, however, give up now the many tempting pleasures in
which you indulge at present* It is not you alone whom I ask
to do this. My wife also has stopped wearing jewellery. There are
girls of tender age with me. Their parents can afford to give them
jewellery and other things and yet they dress themselves in half-
length saris of khadi and wear no jewellery. So it does not pain
me at all to request you to give up your adornments.

A : We shall try to make our lives simple. Some will
do so immediately, and some others by and by. One of us
gave away all she had to the Ramakrishna Mission and now
lives by begging.

ft: I bow to that sister. It is certainly good that she has given
away everything. But I find that (turning towards her) you have
sound limbs; it would, therefore, be more virtuous for you to live
in a simple manner by spinning. I should like every man and